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JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

DISPOSITION OF RECORDS OF COMBINED AND JOINT OPERATIONS

" References: a. C.C.8. 70l Series
D. J.C.5. 950 Series

Report by the Joint Logistics Committoe

THE PROBLEN
‘ 1. To determine, among the combined and joint military records
now in, or which may come into, the custody of the United States,
the groups of records which do not properly bolong in the
archives of either the War or Navy Department, and ‘to rccommend

to the Joint Chicfs of Staff, on thc basis of major interest,

the Deparbment which should be designated custodian thercof .

FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM AND DISCUSSION

n

See Appendix "B"

%

RECOMMENDATION

| %, That the policies set forth in Appendix "a" be approved.

Information obtained from Erman Aug.l,i947:
JCS 950/15. Approved Aug. 28, 1946, War Depi. 6702
Joint Logistics. Executive Sec. of Jomt Chiefs of
Staff is Capt. Stephens, USN
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APPENDIX "A"

DRAFT

POLICIES ON DISPOSITION OF CERTAIN COMBINED AND JOINT RECORDS

At the request of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (J.C.3. 950/13),
the Secretaries of War and the Navy, in e memorandum dated 27
June 194€ (J.C.S. 950/14), concurred in a plan proposed by the
Joint Cﬂiefs of Staff for the disposition'of joint records. As
a result, the following policies have been adopted:

a. All groups of records* which were accumulated in a
headéuarters under Army command are considered to be Army
records and will be filed in the archives of the War Depart-
ment. ' '

b. ALl groups of records which were accumulated in a
headqguarters under naval command are considered to be

\
naval records and will be filed in the archives of the

|
Navy Department.
} ¢. Those combiged records of Supreme Hcadguarters, Alliod
Expeditionary Force; Allied Force Headguarters; and Southeast
Asia Command which are in the custody of the United States
will be filed in the archives of the War Department.
d. The records of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and theilr
subordinate committees will be retained indefinitely by
the Joint Chiefs of Staff for current use.
. e, Captured German records presently held by elther the
War or Navy Department will be retained in the files of‘
the Department now having custody of them, and any addi-
tional captured German records which may come into the
custody of the United States will be filed in the archi «
of the Department which has a major interest in the recoius

involved.
\

* Groups of records consist of papers and documents accumulatgd
and> filed by a particular headquarters in connection with the
accomplishment of its mission.
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f. Captured Japancse fecords vill be filed in the archives
of thec Department having a major interest in the rccords
involved. However, these records will not be filed in the
archives until after they have been cxploited for intelli-
gence purposes. ,

g. The combined and joint records which are filed in
the archives of eithcr Department will be held with the
understanding that the other Department will ha%e completc

access to them.

1308 950/15 L - T - Appendix "A"
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FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM AND DISCUSSION

1. The problem consists of the following clements:

a. To determine, among the precords which are in, or which
may come into, thc custody of the Unitcd States, the groups
of records which are of combined or joint nature, and among
them those which properly belong in the archives of the

War or the Navy Department and those which clearly do not

belong to elther Department.
| b. To recommend, on the basls of major interest, the
| Department which should be designatced custodian of those

| Tecords'whioh properly do not belong to eithcr Department.

2, For the purposes of this problem, the following defini-
“tions have been assumed:

a. Groups of Records. Groups of rtcords consist of

papers and documents accumulated and filed by a particular

headquarters in connection‘with the accomplishment of 1ts

mission.

b. Joint Records. dJoint records are those which are of

interest and use to both -the War and Navy Departments,
gocnerally because the material contained therein relates
to the operations of both Services.

¢. Combined Records. Combined records are those which

come into the custody of the United States under the
authority of c.C.S. 701 series, and are of interest and

use to both the War and Navy Departments. -

%. The principle is well established that the administ Ve
1integrity of a body of records accumulated under one auth r,Ay
should be malntained. No attempt should be made to segregatc,
papcr by paper, joint records accumulated and filed by a

Fficld command conducting joint operations. Tc do so would

Jcs $50/15 - .= 75 - Appendix "B

" Declassified and Approved For Release @ 50-Yr 2013/12/11 CIA-RDP81-00706R000100260055-3




<

-

CONFIDENT IAL

not only prove impracticable because of the bulk of the material

involved, but would diminish the rcesearch value of the material

by removing it from its context. The rule has been concurrcd

in by the Secretaries of War and thce Navy that reccords affccting

joint or combined cperations would be held by either Departﬁunt
vith the understanding that the other Dopartment would have

complete access to them. (J.C.S. 950/13 and 950/14).

4. After review of the operational and administrative
headquarters of United States forces, it is considered that,
with the exception of the Joint Chiefs of Staff themselves
and thelir subordinate cbmmittees, all such headquarters werc
e¢ither predominanily Army or Navy in command and staff and,
consequently, employed the corrcsponding administrative and

filing systoem,

5. In order to simplify the pfoblem of allocating joint
rccords of field commands, the following rules of action have
been edopted.

a. All groups'of records which were accumulated in a
‘ héadquarters under Army command are considered to be Army
records and properly belong to the -archives of the War

Department.

b. All groups of records which were.accﬁmulated in a
headquérters under naval command are considered to be
naval records and properly belong to the archives of the

Navy Department.

€. In considering the records of the Joint Chiefs of Stafr
themselves, the rules in paragraph 5 above do not apply.
is considered tﬁat as long as the Joint Chiefs of Staff re:a
in operation there is no necessity for a recommendation as to

the disﬁosition of their records.
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7. The records of committees or subcommittees designated
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff should be considered separately.
Since these records apply to and supplement the records of -

the Joint Chiefs of Staff and since departmental interest is
considered to be equal in most cases, 1t is believed that when ‘
\

Joint Chiefs of Staff as the parent organizatiocn.

such a committee is disbanded, its records should revert to the ‘

l

8. Certain groups of records were determined by the Combined 1

Cﬁiefs of Staff to be combined records and subject to special {
disposition by them. These records were microfilmed and

copies furnished to both the British and United States Govern-

ments, and the original paper records were divided by agreement.

The groupé of records of this class which are now in the

custody 5f the United States are as follows:
a. Récords of Supreme Headguarters, Allied Expeditionary
Force.
Db. Records of Allied Force Headguarters.
¢. Records of Southeast Asia Command.
Some of the record material of the groups cited above concern .
naval affairs, but the majority are malnly concerned with ‘
ground operatiéns. It is, therefore, clear that the major
-nterest in this group of records of combined‘headquarters

lies with the War Department.

9, Records of joint committees or subcommittees deéignated i
by interdebartmental action and not funcpioning as subordinate
agencies of the Joint Chilefs of staff are not subject to
determination of custody by . them. The disposition of the
records of such committees is & maﬁter of concern to the
record agencies of both Departments and must be arranged

directly by the Departments concerned.
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10. Certain groups of captured records are now in the custedy

of the War and Navy Departments:’

Declassified and Approved For Release

a. Captured German records. This collection has been
accumulated by each Department because of interest in the

particular records involved. In some cases, these records

are held on & combined basis with British agencies by reason -

of agreements arrived at directly between the British and
the United States agencles concerned. Since these groups of
captured records were accumulated on the basis of major
interest, they should remain with the Department in whosc
archives they are now filed, and any additicnal records
which may come into the custody of the United States should
be allocated to the files of elther the War‘or Navy Dcpart-
ment in the same mannsr.

b. Captured Japanese records. These records are at
the present time afriving in the Washington Documents
Ccnter,Aand exploitation for intelligence purposes is
not completed and will not be completed until after 1 July
1047, After exploitaéicn, these groups of captured
Japanese records should be allocated to the files of cither

the War or Navy Department on the basls of ma jor interest.
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